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Introduction 
ÅInternational border and local peoples living on the 

borderland 

Å5ŜƭƛƳƛǘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ άindegenousέ ŀƴŘ άƴƻƴ-
indegenousέ όMizutani 2013: US-Mexico case) 

ÅPolitical Historical approach (Hardin et al. 2008 in de 
Jong ed.: Former French Equatorial Africa countries) 

ÅMeaning of International borders for local peoples 
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άTransboundary ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴέ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ  
ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ LƴǘΩƭ bDhǎ 



Introduction 

ÅForest Law 1994 
ÅIntensification and change in conservation operations 
ŦǊƻƳ άǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƻǊȅέ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ άŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘέ 
ÅwŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ όмύ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ όнύ άǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎǎέ 

by the Cameroonian government on local peoples 
ÅČLack of consistency in Reginal/ National 

conservation policy  
ÅČ2013 Jan.-Mar. Protestation by local peoples against 

WWF in local headquarters  
ÅČMany local peoples (HGs) sought refuges over 

international border to Congo 



Congo basin tropical forest: Variable rainfall 

(A. Hladik et al., 1993) 
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Remnants of the past climatic changes (Maley, 2001) 

Phytogeographical map Letouzey, 1985 

Rainfall: 1300-1600mm/yr 
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In dry seasons, semi-deciduous species fall leaves. 
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Marantaceae Forest 



Study Area and People 

Hunting with Gun Cacao plantation 

ÅThe Baka Hunter-Gatherers 
Å Sedentalized since 1950s (Althabe, 

1965;  Hewlett, 1996) 

Å Subsistence Economy Shifts from 
Hunting/ Gathering to Agriculture 
(Cacao farming)/ Wage Labor, but  
regionally variable (Hayashi, 1998) 

ÅThe Bakwele Farmers 
Å One of Adjacent Bantu groups living in 

the almost same natural environments 

Ndongo village 
N2.05 E14.5 

Baka 
Bakwele 
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1. Cameroon Congo border 





Distribution of ancient villages and camps 

Village distribution map on 1932. 
Sep.20. (Arcive National de Yaounde) 

Expeditions and collection of land names 
With Bakwele/ Baka semi-old informants 

Direction of settlements 
moves   
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2. Activity Calendar 2002-2008  
 

 



2. Foraging lives in borderland forest: 
the Baka hunter-gatherers -2008  



2. Fishing lives in borderland forest: the Bakwele farmers -2008  


